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SUBJECT: KHMER PRESS REACTION TO COMMENTS OF GVN FOREIGN MINISTER 
ON ARVN INTERVENTION IN CAMBODIA 

1. THE ARMY NEWSPAPER RUOM KAMLANG HAS TAKEN ISSUE WITH 
A STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO GVN FOREIGN MINISTER TRAN VAN 
LAM THAT ( QUOTE) THE UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM RESERVE THEIR RIGHT OF PURSUIT AND INTERVENTION 
IN CAMBODIA AND LAOS IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DO NOT 
WITHDRAW FROM THESE TWO COUNTRIES ( END QUOTE). FOLLOWING 
ARE EXTRACTS FROM RUOM KAMLANG' S EDITORIAL: 

2. ( QUOTE) IF THERE IS NEED FOR THE INTERVENTION OR 
ASSISTANCE OF A FRIENDLY COUNTRY, THIS INTERVENTION 
CAN ONLY BE MADE UPON THE REQUEST ON THE PART OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC TO THESE COUNTRIES OR 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF PRIOR ACCORDS. THE RIGHT OF INTER- 
VENTION CANNOT BE MADE WITHOUT RESPECT TO KHMER INDE- 
PENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY. 
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3. ( QUOTE) IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND VIET CONG DO NOT 
RESPECT THE ACCORDS TO WHICH THEY HAVE SUBSCRIBED AND 
CONTINUE TO COMMIT AGGRESSION AGAINST THE KHMER REPUBLIC 
ON INTERVENTION BY FRIENDLY COUNTRIES TO HELP US WILL PROVE 
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. BUT WE WANT THIS INTERVENTION TO 
BE ONLY ON THE PART OF THE UNITED STATES AND NOT SOUTH 
VIETNAM ( END QUOTE). 

4. COMMENT: IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT, ALTHOUGH RUOM 
KAMLANG IS THE ARMY NEWSPAPER, IT IS RATHER LOOSELY CONTROLLED 
AND DOES NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF THE MILITARY 
LEADERSHIP. IN THE PAST THE GKR HAS NOT HESITATED TO CALL 

FOR ASSISTANCE FROM ARVN TROOPS WHEN THE SERIOUSNESS OF 
THE SITUATION NECESSITATED SUCH A COURSE OF ACTION. NEVER- 
THELESS, AS THE EDITORIAL INDICATES, INTERVENTION OF ARVN 
TROOPS ON KHMER SOIL IS A HIGHLY SENSITIVE ISSUE FOR ALL 
KHMER, INCLUDING THE MILITARY, AND WOULD MOST LIKELY BE 
CONSIDERED ACCEPTABLE ONLY AS A LAST RESORT. 
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